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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the 

late Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where 
parents can tend to little ones while watching and listening to the 
service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and 
of the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and 
shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even 
so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
JANUARY 6, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “We Three Kings,” Gordon Young 

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
Stand 
 

In the beginning was the Word 
and the Word was with God, and Word was God 
In the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of all people 
The Word was in the world, and the world did not know him. 
He came to his own people, and his people did not receive him. 
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name 
He gave power to become children of God. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
And we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.  John 1 

 

Opening Hymn “As with Gladness Men of Old,” #302 
stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5 

Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Gloria 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by 
the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our 
lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sit 

From the Old Testament Isaiah 60:1-6 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 
peoples;  but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear 
over you.  3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn. 
     4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they 
come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 
shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be 
radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the 
sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall 
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba 
shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim 
the praise of the LORD.   
 The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
  

From the Book of Psalms 72:1-4, 11-14 
 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 
 

 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. Refrain 
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 11May all kings bow | down before him, 
  and all the nations | do him service. 
12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 
13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 
14From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood | in his sight.  Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter Ephesians 3:1-12 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the 

sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the 
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the 
Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 
grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am 
the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God 
in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith 
in him. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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From one of the four Gospels Matthew 2:1-12 

Gospel Acclamation “Christ, Be Our Light,” #715  

Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 2nd   chapter of St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  6‘And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 
Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the 
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in 
a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
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God’s Word for Today Pastor Bridger 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright,” 
#308, stanzas 1-4 

Confessing our Faith 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering our Prayers 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   
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Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 
 

Gathering Our Gifts “The Star Proclaims the King Is Here,”  

Valerie Floeter 
Stand 
 

The Gifts Are Presented “As with Gladness Men of Old,” #302 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At thy cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king. 

 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
In the mystery of the Word made flesh you embrace our lives with 
your great love of humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these 
gifts may be for many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to 
share in your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sit.   
 

To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Hymns 
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“Brightest and Best of the Stars”  #303 

“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” #470 

Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Almighty God, by the power of the Holy Spirit you have knit your 
servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor 
upon us in our commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Give us courage, 
patience and vision. Strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of 
witness to the world, and of service to others through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and 
forever.Amen. 
 

A Hymn 
 

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”  
(hymn of the month) 

#310 stanzas 1, 4 

 

A Mission 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Masters in this Hall,” Jeffrey Blersch 

 
Advent Kyrie Text: Richard Claybaker; Music: John Eggert. Reprinted by permission of The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  

.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”  
Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
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SERVING TODAY 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Janice Snycer (11:00) 
 

Lectors – Marty Uhle (8:30); Dana Quayle (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Eric Anderson, Alan Parrott, Scott Straffen 
(8:30); Melissa Hollander, Ray Ling, Wendy Ling (11:00) 

 

Acolytes – Gavin Jennings, Jared Waugaman (8:30);  
Tim Hollander, Eleanor Schauer (11:00) 

 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Matt Berghaus, Trish Kvasnicka (8:30);  
Mark Schauer, Bob Trapp (11:00) 

 

Greeters—Brenda Carpenter (8:30); 
Bob & Ann Kreps (11:00) 

 

Ushers – Adam Castro, Ed Kus (8:30);  
Padraig Donohoe, Reilly Kinter, Katie Norman, Tyler Seagro,  

George Skliros (11:00) 
 

Altar Guild – Debbie Luekens, Marilyn Edwards 
 

Nursery –Cathy Brewer Noah Brewer (11:00) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 In gratitude to God for the past 12 months, and the many blessings 
which came during 2018 

 
 Prayers for school children, teachers, and staff during their 

Christmas breaks 
 
 For the four Baptisms which were celebrated last Sunday:  Kaylee 

Ann Rhys Schneider, Adalin Grace Schneider, Xavier Booth Lamb 
and Wells Arthur Harper Lamb 

 
 For the family and friends of Holly Krause who died this past week 

 
 For Keven Kvasnicka who has been deployed to Iraq this past week 

 
 With thanksgiving for Cole Daniel Waugh (grandson of David & 

Darlene Waugh) who was born this week 
 
 For Sue Thomson, Jodi Hoffman, Carol Kubovcik and Edith Kundtz 

  

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 
 Jan 5—KAJ MUNK, d. 1944, a Danish pastor and playwright whose 

sermons and other writings encouraged Christians to act on their faith 
and strengthened Danish resistance to the Nazi occupation.  Arrested 
on Jan. 4, 1944, he was found dead in a ditch the next day.  

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

Baptism of Our Lord 
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 
divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Interim Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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